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I am Dr. William Rom M.D., M.P.H., Director of the Division of Pulmonary and Critical Care 
Medicine and the Sol and Judith Bergstein Professor of Medicine and Environmental 
Medicine at the New York University School of Medicine.  I am here on behalf of the Friends 
of NIOSH, a coalition of 20 organizations, representing industry, labor and scientific 
organizations that are dedicated to research and prevention of occupational injuries and 
occupational illness.  The Friends of NIOSH appreciate the opportunity to share our views 
regarding program activities and funding for the National Institute of Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH) at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
Today the Friends of NIOSH Coalition requests the Subcommittee provide $286 million 
(an increase of $30 million) for FY07 activities at NIOSH.  
 
Occupational Illness and Injury: 
Mr. Chairman, occupational injury and illnesses continue to be significant problems in the 
United States.  Each day, an average of 9,000 U.S. workers sustain disabling injuries on the 
job, 16 workers die from an injury suffered at work and 137 workers die from work-related 
diseases. The Liberty Mutual 2005 Workplace Safety Index estimates that employers spent 
$50.8 billion in 2003 on wage payments and medical care for workers hurt on the job.  
NOISH calculates that total work place-related injuries cost $146 billion and work place-
related illnesses cost the U.S. economy $26 billion for an annual total of $171 billion from 
occupational-related health care costs.  These figures provide compelling evidence for 
investing additional resources in work-place safety education and research.  The Friends of 
NIOSH strongly encourage the Subcommittee to invest in research and programs that will 
protect the health of men and women in the U.S. workforce.   
 
What is NIOSH?   
NIOSH is the only federal agency responsible for the prevention of work-related diseases 
and injury through research and recommendations.  NIOSH investigates potential workplace 
hazards; makes recommendations and disseminates information on preventing workplace 
disease, injury, and disability; and provides training to occupational safety and health 
professionals.  Although NIOSH and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) were both created by Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970, they are two 
distinct agencies with very separate responsibilities.  As part of the Department of Labor, 
OSHA writes, interprets and enforces workplace standards.  NIOSH conducts research 
aimed at reducing workplace injuries, illnesses and fatalities.  As part of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, NIOSH takes a public health approach to work place safety 
through research, education and consultation.   
 
The Friends of NIOSH Coalition notes the following areas where NIOSH needs to 
maintain and expand its scope of activities: 
 
National Occupational Research Agenda (NORA) – Research is vital to protecting our 
nation’s workers.  NIOSH has developed a research program to focus on the occupational 
safety needs in today’s workplace environment.  Since its inception in 1996, NIOSH’s 
National Occupational Research Agenda (NORA) has become an essential framework for 
approaching work-related illness and injury. This stakeholder-supported effort continues to 
serve as a model for building research support and collaboration among government and 
non-government organizations. NORA has identified the important research priorities in 
occupational safety and health and has provided funding in deficient areas. However, more 
research is needed.   
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While it has done a credible job in expanding support for NORA, NIOSH is constrained by its 
overall funding.  Today, only 6 percent of meritorious research proposals submitted to 
NORA/NIOSH get funded.  More funding is needed to ensure the many high priority research 
proposals submitted to NORA are funded.   
 
Building Capacity for Work Safety and Health – Reliable prevention and effective 
treatment of work-related diseases and injuries require professionals who are trained in 
occupational safety and health disciplines. An Institute of Medicine Report, Safe Work in the 
21st Century: Education and Training Needs for the Next Decade's Occupational Safety and 
Health Personnel, identifies the need for more occupational safety and health professionals 
at all levels.  It recommends specific initiatives on injury prevention and behavioral sciences, 
enhanced support for other Ph.D. students, and increased attention to older and minority 
workers and small workplaces. 
 
NIOSH-sponsored Education and Resource Centers (ERCs) play a key role in training 
medical professionals in the diagnosis and treatment of occupational illness and injury.  
Unlike most medical specialties, occupational medicine does not receive funding through 
Medicare – NIOSH is the primary funding source for training of occupational health providers, 
including physician, nurses and PhDs.   
 
Research to Practice (r2p) - Research to Practice is a NIOSH initiative focused on the 
transfer of research findings and technologies into effective practices and products which are 
adopted in the workplace.  All NIOSH research projects include end-users from the 
beginning.  This makes certain when a research project is completed, it will be immediately 
useful.   
 
Mining Safety – NIOSH partnerships with mining stakeholders in dust monitoring, hearing 
loss prevention and diesel emissions control puts research results and new technologies into 
the hands of miners and mine owners.  Technologies in these three areas have helped to 
reduce exposures to respirable dust, excessive noise levels, and diesel particulate matter. 
 
Following the recent tragedies in West Virginia, NIOSH is collaborating with the Mine Safety 
and Health Administration and the West Virginia Office of Miners Health, Safety and Training 
on various issues, such as testing of mine seals, similar to the ones used at the Sago Mine.  
In a program with workers and management at a large surface coal mine in the western 
United States, NIOSH researchers helped to reduce musculoskeletal disorders.  The results 
have been so dramatic the company is adapting the model to other operations within the 
organization. 
 
Following the coal mine disaster in Alabama in 2001, where 13 miners lost their lives, NIOSH 
led the development of a coal dust explosibility meter (CDEM).  Research on the application 
of the meter for rapid and accurate assessment of potentially explosive mixtures of coal dust 
has been successful in laboratory experiments and a collaborative study with MSHA 
inspectors is beginning for assessing the field worthiness of the meter. 
 
Emergency Preparedness and Response - NIOSH is the federal agency responsible for 
setting industry standards for respiratory protection.  NIOSH is also evaluating the entire 
responder ensemble, as more and more personal protective technologies used by 
responders incorporate electronics and other scientific advances.  In fact, the NIOSH Lab 
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and the University of North Carolina are working together to develop new "fabrics" for 
emergency response garments. 
 
Respiratory protection manufacturers, their customers and end-users around the nation need 
the NIOSH Lab to be able to test and certify new respiratory protection quickly and 
competently.  In addition, new standards to test and certify respiratory protection against 
chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear (CBRN) hazards serve an important national 
security purpose.   CBRN standards are essential for fire fighters and other emergency 
responders.   
 
Finally, the NIOSH Lab has been providing world leadership, representing the United States 
before international standards making bodies.  When NIOSH successfully advocates before 
other governments for the U.S. system of respiratory protection, U.S. manufacturers gain a 
foothold in new international markets. 
 
In conclusion, the Friends of NIOSH appreciate the opportunity to comment on valuable 
programs and funding needs of the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health.  I 
would like to thank the Subcommittee for considering the views of the Friends of NIOSH. 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEE on Labor, Health and Human Services, Education 

and Related Agencies 
Witness Disclosure Requirement- "Truth in Testimony" 

Required by House Rule XI, Clause 2(g) 
 

Your Name:             William Rom MD MPH 
1. Other than yourself, please list what entity or entities you are representing:  
American Thoracic Society/Friend of NIOSH Coalition 
 
2. Are you testifying on behalf of a Federal, State, or Local  
Government entity?  

 
 Yes 

 
X No 

 
3. Are you testifying on behalf of an entity other than a  
Government entity?  

 
X Yes 
 

 
 No 

 
4. Please list any federal grants or contracts (including sub grants or subcontracts) which you have received 

 
Agency Type and # Period Total Direct Cost 

NIEHS T32 ES07267 1992-2007 $1,904,191 
NHLBI R01 HL59832 1997-2008 $3,500,000 

CDC Contract #:  200-93-0691 1999-2009 $2,464,292 

NCI U01CA8617-01 2000-2010 $10,540,946 

NIH M01 RR00096 2004-2009 $25,000,000 
 
 
5. If you answered "Yes" to question number 3, please list any federal grants or contracts (including 

cts) which were received by entities listed under question number 1 since October 1,1999, which exceed 10% 
n the year received, including the source and amount of each grant or contract to be listed: 
 
The American Thoracic Society has not received grants, contracts or subgrants and subcontracts in 

total American Thoracic Society’s total revenue. 
 
6. If you answered "Yes" to question number 3, do any of the entities disclosed in question 

organizations, subsidiaries, or partnerships whom you are not representing?  
 

 
 
 
 Yes 

 
 
 
NOX 

7. If you answered "Yes" to question number 3, please list any offices or elected positions held or briefly 
tational capacity with the entities disclosed in question number I: 

 
Chair, Environmental Health Policy Committee, American Thoracic Society  
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NYU School of Medicine 
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New York, NY 10016 
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Personal Data 
Born - San Francisco, California       Citizenship - United States of America 
 
Education 
Year Degree  Field    Institution 
1963 Certificate     Ely Memorial High School 
1967 BA  Political Science  University of Colorado 
1971 MD  Medicine   University of Minnesota 
1973 MPH  Environ. & Occup Health Harvard School of Public Health 
 
Internships and Residencies: 
1971-1972 Intern in Straight Medicine, Univ Calif, Davis-Sacramento Medical Center, Sacramento, CA 
1973-1975  Resident, Internal Medicine, Univ Calif, Davis-Sacramento Medical Center, Sacramento, CA 
 
Clinical and Research Fellowships: 
1975-1977 Fellow, Pulmonary Disease and Environmental Medicine, Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
 
Licensure and Certification 
1972 National Board of Medical Examiners 
1975 American Board of Internal Medicine 
1975 New York Medical License 123,849 
1976  Pulmonary Diseases, American Board of Internal Medicine 
1977 Occupational Medicine, American Board of Preventive Medicine 
2004     B Reader NIOSH International Classification of the Radiographs of the Pneumoconioses 
 
Academic Appointments 
1977-1981       Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine, University of Utah School of Medicine 
1981-1983        
Associate Professor (tenured) of Internal Medicine, Univ. of Utah School of Medicine  
1989-Present    Professor of Medicine & Env. Medicine, NYU School of Medicine 
1990-Present    Adjunct Professor in Cellular Physiology and Immunology, Rockefeller University 
2002-Present    Sol and Judith Bergstein Professor of Medicine, NYU School of Medicine 
2004-Present    Professor of Health Policy, Wagner Graduate School of Public Service 
 
Hospital Appointments 
1977-1983  Director, Rocky Mountain Center for Occupational and Environmental Health, 
Chief, Division of Occupational and Environmental Health, University of Utah Health Sciences Center 
1989-Present Director and Senior Attending Physician, Chest Service, Bellevue Hospital Center 
1991-Present Program Director, NYU Medical Center General Clinical Research Center 
 


